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CHAPTER THIRTEEN.
WHITE .
i BT
2 FEBRUARY 2035. DAY 141. ELEVEN
IN THE MORNING, AND THE
NEAREST THING TO DAYLIGHT THE

VALLEY HAD SEEN SINCE OCTOBER.

= | B\
o L ol -ﬁ”?‘&i@& S,

e
NINE-SIXTY-ONE, YMie.| HURRICANE ON THE PACK,

AND STILL GOING.

I'VE NEVER SEEN IT

THIS LOW OUTSIDE
A TEXTBOOK.

IN JANUARY YOU S

il IT'S A POLAR LOW. SMALL, MIGHT MISS

FAST, MEAN. HURRICANE
FORCE BY AFTERNOON.
MINUS THIRTY IN THE

WIND.

e,

ON THE
QUAY. ON

CAPTAIN. THE ICE WILL THE CABLE.

COME IN AND LEAN ON US. THEN WE

LEAN BACK.

HOW LONG
DOES IT SIT
ON US, KENJI?

ANTON. RAISE THE COUNCIL |
HOUSE. EVERYONE ASHORE
INDOORS BY THREE, EVERY
STOVE LIT BY FOUR.
To——
AND FIND BELOVA. SHE
WALKS THE CABLE NOW,
WHILE IT CAN STILL BE
WALKED.

SHE'S ALREADY OUT
THERE, CAPTAIN.
SHE'S BEEN OUT

SINCE SIX.
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BOREALIS. THE
SAME HOUR.

I'VE READ IT
SIX TIMES. I KEEP
WAITING FOR THE
LINE THAT SAYS I
MISREAD IT.

TRAIN TWO.
FOUR CLEAN
SAMPLES IN A
ROW.

AINO READ IT
EIGHT TIMES.
SHE SAYS IT'S
THE GOOD ONE.

CLEAN - CLEAN
- CLEAN -
CEEAN: V-t

( TWO MORE CLEAN, |
AND AINO SIGNS. A | LOUD. CULTURES TASTES LIKE. I SAID
WEEK. LESS, IF THE CAN HEAR. [l PASTE. HE SAID, “GOOD
HEATERS BEHAVE. \/ PASTE OR BAD PASTE?"

P LA s A F A
[ I DIDN'T HAVE “f
| AN ANSWER. I'M [/ \llé
A SCIENTIST. )i

| % —— T
BEHIND THE PLANT STOOD
ONE SMALL BACKUP DIESEL,

BUILT FOR A FISHING HUT.

NOBODY HAD NEEDED
IT SINCE OCTOBER.




THE LAST WARM PLACE / CHAPTER 13

THE COUNCIL [ IF THE CABLE GOES, EVERY
HOUSE. 12: SHELTER'S COLD BY

BBl | MIDNIGHT. WE FOLD THEM

THE SPORTS
HALL'S THE

THEN THE CARRIERS RUN A LOOP.
HOSPITAL, HALL, HALL, HOSPITAL.
NEVER EMPTY EITHER WAY.

BIGGEST.

IT'S ALSO THE FARTHEST FROM THE HOSPITAL.
SOMEBODY WILL TRY TO WALK THAT IN THE
DARK. SOMEBODY ALWAYS DOES.

VEHICLE TWO.
WARD SUPPLIES,
THEN BACK HERE

FOR THE NEXT

IF IT COMES TO
THAT, WE COME
| FOR YOU FIRST.
NOT LAST. FIRST. )

DON'T
IMPROVE THE
ROUTE.

.I'D
OPTIMIZE

ON DISPATCH. YOU'RE |
A DRIVER.

EVERYONE \l I'VE BEEN FIRST ON A LOT
SAYS FIRST, @ OF LISTS THIS WINTER.
PROFESSOR. THEY KEPT BEING THE

. WRONG LISTS.

I'D NEVER
IMPROVE THE

IF THE POWER FAILS:
STAY IN. ONE STOVE.
WAIT FOR THE CARRIER.
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SPARE GLOVES

ALREADY
TAKE IT IN. IT & FIRST. BOTH PAIRS. DRYING.

ROLLS CROOKED. HE'LL ROLL .THANK YOU. THE TOOLS CAN
THAT'S ITs BEST  JMlj IT UP AND DOWN \| GET INSIDE
FEATURE. THE CORRIDOR YOURSELF.
A\ ALL NIGHT. LOOK AT THAT

YOU WALKED IT AT SIX, BELOVA.
AND AT NINE. MALIK SAYS YOU'LL
WEAR A GROOVE IN THE QUAY.

ONE CABLE. DOWN THE SHIP'S SIDE,
ACROSS THE ICE FOOT, ALONG THE
QUAY, UP INTO TOWN. EVERYTHING
WARM IN THE VALLEY HUNG ON IT.

13:20. THE WIND CAME
FIRST. THE SNOW WAS AN
HOUR BEHIND IT.

HERE, WHERE IT CROSSESY FOURTEEN HOURS A

THE ICE FOOT. WHEN THE DAY, BELOVA. THE

PACK COMES IN, THAT'S CABLE DOESN'T NEED
WHERE IT BITES. l l YOU THAT MUCH.

(1T ISN'T FOR |y
THE CABLE. _
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BACKUP'S NOT THE GENERATOR'S
COMING ON. NOT AGAIN. NOT TRYING -- IT'S
THIS WARD. SOMEBODY TRYING --
GET ME A BAG AND A
TORCH --

N AN ..AND THE BACKUP
HEATERS FIRST. LINE'S TRIPPED. EARTH
EVERYTHING ELSE GONE. BOTH FAULT. SOMETHING
OFF. LIGHTS, PUMPS, SECTIONS. OVER THERE IS WET.

THE COFFEE. OFF.

RECLOSE THE
BACKUP, DASHA? IT'S
ONE BREAKER --

TRAIN TWO KEEPS ITS
TEMPERATURE, OR WE
START AGAIN IN
MARCH.

GENERATOR'S
UP. HEATERS
ONLY.
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THE BACKUP CABINET'S
REPORTING AN EARTH , ; :
FAULT. MOISTURE. IT'S -‘ HOW LONG \
BEEN SWEATING SINCE RE;'_"OES'\'EQ °NB§T°§NE . HAS THE TOWN magsggﬁ'}
THE TEMPERATURE FELL. J | BREAKER NOT INTO GOT? GENERATOR THAT
: HATES THE COLD.

THE SHELTERS,
UNTIL THE PIPES
FREEZE. TONIGHT.

MINUS THIRTY,
CAPTAIN, AND IT

STOPS BEING A

TELL KOLYA I
SAID SO. TELL
HIM NICELY.

KOLYA. HANDS OFF THE CLOSE INTO A
BACKUP. I KNOW IT'S WET FAULT AND WE
ONE BREAKER. I KNOW LOSE THE CABINET, THE
THE TOWN'S LINE, AND MAYBE
FREEZING. WHOEVER'S STANDING ' : . WIN
NEXT TO IT. RS . j NOVEMBER I'D
HAVE CLOSED
IT.

IT WON'T DRY IN A STORM. 14:30. DOWN THE HILL, THE
SOMEBODY STRIPSITBY [ . TOWN WAS ALREADY WALKING
HAND, OR WE LAY A - TOWARD THE ONLY LIT
TEMPORARY LINE AROUND aE L WINDOWS IN THE VALLEY.

IT. SHIP TO QUAY, ACROSS NOT IN THIS -
THE TcE. WIND. NOBODY
STANDS ON THAT
ICE TONIGHT.

Ly

SO THE TOWN GETS

COLD. WE WORK OUT

HOW COLD, AND HOW
LONG.
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OPEN THE DOOR! I'VE GOT

'S FOUR HUNDRED OF YOU! WE'VE GOT BERTHS |

FOR A HUNDRED AND EIGHTY!

=y JlT 0

CTOR?

e

FOUR HUNDRED IN
STEEL CORRIDORS. ONE
STOVE FIRE AND WE ALL

- — BURN TOGETHER.
AND THE TOILETS, .
PYOTR. TYPHUS IN A
WEEK. I'VE SEEN IT ON
A SHIP. YOU HAVEN'T,

WE GAVE THEM THE

i CABLE. WE GAVE THEM

THE SHAFTS. WE GAVE
THEM HOME.

NOW THE
BUNKS?

MY FATHER CAN'T CLIMB T

..BELOVA.
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O e 4

.

v
3

YO SAID IT VOURSELF T
OKSANA. IN OCTOBER. SIXTY [y 7
PEOPLE, AND GO BEFORE [ f
THE FJORD FREEZES.

] I KNOW WHAT A
@ LIFEBOAT IS, PYOTR I
MADE THE SPEECH.

pp=——

IS AND WHO FEEDS THEM’) FROM A ;
MY GALLEY? “ia : EVERY BUNK,

EVERY CORRIDOR, THE
TURBINE HALL.
EVERYONE.

YOU HEARD THE
\ CHIEF OFFICER

TOUCH IT. NOT

ABOARD WITH TONIGHT

THEM. PYOTR,
ROPE ON EVERY
RAIL. THE REST
OF YOU, OPEN
YOUR CABINS.

GALINA, THE DRY BE Je: e sl & W"
STORES COME e W 4 : 4
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:40. THE [ -- NO. NO, I DON'T
L HOUSE. |l KNOW WHICH
i e e— HOUSES ON LIA HAVE
OLD PEOPLE IN THEM.
I DON'T KNOW. HOLD.

YOU KNOW HOW. I DON'T }
HAVE TIME TO LEARN.

EVERY HOUSE.
EVERY NAME.
EVERY VEHICLE.
GO.
..WHO'S GOING ‘H’ i
TO LISTEN TO 5
ME?

ELIAS THREW ME ouT | I'VE GOT NO
OF BOREALIS. HE SAYS [l ROLE, NADIA.
I BREATHE ON THE THE

CULTURE. COUNCIL
WAS VERY

CLEAR.
GRANT. 1
THANK GOD.

NO -- DON'T
THANK GOD.
COME HERE.

HOUSES - NAMES
- VEHICLES

FIRST RUN IS PER,
KARI'S FATHER. HE
CAN'T CLIMB A
GANGWAY. FOUR

EVERY NAME IN THE VALLEY, BEARERS AND THE
BY HOUSE. I KEPT IT. YOU CARGO SLING. _Z§

I HAD HIM IN 5“ )
THE WRONG
COLUMN ONCE.
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YOU COULDN'T SEE YOUR OWN [
HAND. SO THEY TIED THE |
HOSPITAL TO THE SHIP.

TWO CAN'T BE MOVED. I STAY WITH THEM. THE
CAPTAIN'S SENDING A PORTABLE GENERATOR UP
THE ROPE. LAST TIME THIS TOWN WENT DARK, I

SQUEEZED A BAG BY HAND FOR FOUR HOURS, NOT [

BECAUSE YOU [istns
VOTED AGAINST |8

PEOPLE WILL FOLLOW N
YOU BECAUSE YOU
DON'T FOLLOW ME.

| THEO. SECOND LINE

FROM THE SCHOOL. r:»'* 4; y
KIDS, AND ANYONE [Fsiet s
WHO CAN WALK.

{ YOU'VE TAKEN THE R
HARD ONES
YOURSELF SINCE
SEPTEMBER. WHY
ME?

KARI, FROM THE
WATER PLANT. AND
MY FATHER, PER. HE
CAN'T CLIMB --

HE'S ON THE LIST.
FOUR BEARERS AND
THE CARGO SLING.
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22:00. THE RADIO
ROOM. { o i )| &
' ‘-ﬁ*.— NOTHING. IT COMES
s I EVERY NIGHT AT TEN. §
[l 1 WRITE IT DOWN
; ANYWAY.

[

WHAT'S
THAT ONE?

THE TOWN SLEPT IN THE
HANGAR, BETWEEN THE ROWS &
OF SIX-WEEK-OLD BARLEY.

IS THIS THE
STUFF FROM THE
MOUNTAIN?

THAT'S IT. THAT'S

WHAT I WENT UP

THERE TO BLOW
OPEN.

..DON'T ’
ROLL ON IT. &

EVERY HOUSE CROSSED
OFF. EVERYONE'S ABOARD,
OR AT BOREALIS, OR ON THE
CABLE, OR WITH SAMIRA.

MY DAD STAYED
AT BOREALIS. HE
SENT ME WITH THE

LAST CARRIER. /4

HE SAID MY LUNGS [l

CAN'T DO A NIGHT s
OF DIESEL. HE SAID y
IT LIKE A R a4

PROCEDURE. !

T,
A

’ FATHERS. MINE PUT ME

OFF A FISHING BOAT IN A
STORM ONCE. I HATED

HIM FOR A WEEK. LIE DOWN.

AWAY FROM
MY BARLEY. %

YOU'RE GOOD
AT THIS.

YOU ALWAYS
WERE. IT'S THE REST
THAT TOOK TWENTY
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[ kenat savs s THE EVE Y| Lave oo [ IR =very ac's A House I8
CLEAR SKY, NO WIND.

SPANS. THE S+ RED SIDE OUT MEANS
| FORTY MINUTES, MAYBE ' QUAY THEN Al . CHECKED AND EMPTY.
| AN HOUR. THEN THE BACK |& THI'E 1ce | ' NOBODY GETS TO SAY
HALF, AND THAT'S WORSE. )= FOOT. "PROBABLY."
T —

ELIAS
WON'T LEAVE. AND THE
CABLE HUT, BECAUSE
I TAKE FOUR OF THE W ) BELOVA WON'T.
TOWN'S ELECTRICIANS.
NOT MALIK. NOT WITH
THAT HAND.

SAMIRA WANTS A LATRINE
ROTA ON EVERY DECK BY
TONIGHT. SHE SAYS
TYPHUS DOESN'T CARE

HOW BRAVE WE WERE.
I'VE PUT THE Y

PALISADE PEOPLE & OWEN ASKED IF THIS WAS
ON BUCKETS. A LEGAL REQUIREMENT. I
~ | TOLD HIM YES. HE'S VERY

GOOD WITH A BUCKET. £

IF BELOVA GETS A NOT FOR A FEW MINUTES THE
LINE ACROSS IN THE [ THROUGH MOUNTAINS CAME OUT. ALL
EYE, CAN YOU TAKE A WET OVER THE SHIP, PEOPLE

IT? CABINET. STOPPED TO LOOK AT THEM. |

SHE KNOWS THAT. SHE'S
GOING ANYWAY. SHE
WANTS TO BE ON THE ICE
WHERE IT'S HARD,
CAPTAIN.
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THE ROPE. NOT

TWO SPANS. QUAY, THEN
THE ICE FOOT. IF THE L:SE??::‘EE.
| WIND COMES BACK, DROP M
| THE DRUM AND WALK THE :

ROPE HOME.

=1 £

DROP IT?
THAT'S THE
ONLY SPARE

CABLE IN
THE VALLEY.

T e
PATROL COUNTS
' THEM OUT AND
SENDING THEM, | COUNTS THEM IN.
AND STAYING IN. N
THAT'S NEW FOR ' \/
You.

IF I'M OUT

| FORTY MINUTES, KENJI |
HAD SAID. IT WAS LS
EIGHTEEN.

o

L4

- -
S

GET WARM. GIVE I NEXT TIME
I GO WITH

THEY'RE ON |
THE ROPE,

TWELVE MINUTES
OUT. THEY COME
BACK NOW, ORI GO
AND GET THEM.

BELOVA. Jj DOESN'T LIE. | =

W | sIT DOWN.

y

{ THE SKY FELL ON US. J

ONE SPAN. WE GOT
ONE SPAN IN AND | THE RECORD TO
LEENA YOu.

Rl
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BOREALIS. THE (S DR
SECOND NIGHT. [

ELIAS HAD SENT NOAH TO THE
il SHIP WITH THE LAST CARRIER. [
| HE STAYED. SOMEBODY HAD TO [
CARRY THE FUEL.

RS TIRS - %
o

TRAIN TWO'S HOLDING.

DON'T YOU BARELY. IT'S SULKING.

DARE. e S/ i W
o & g _ | HOW MANY
o w BARRELS

i .ENOUGH UNTIL
{  TOMORROW
: ; — NIGHT.
YOU WERE BUILT FOR A FISHING ;
HUT, AND YOU'RE HOLDING UP THE
EIT.

L B PErgrapsa gy - -
‘- . 4 p— ;

] B Y Y DAD. DID YOU EAT?
; ' MARA SAYS I HAVE TO
ASK. SHE SAYS YOU
WON'T SAY UNLESS
SOMEBODY ASKS.

% ..DIESEL FUMES,
L MOSTLY. GO TO SLEEP.
i WHEN THIS WORKS, WE SIT
DOWN. BOTH OF US. A
WHOLE MEAL.

FIVE MONTHS I'VE
BEEN THE ONE THEY §
NEARLY DIDN'T
CARRY.

I'D LIKE TO

P BE THE REASON
THEY EAT.

THEN HOLD IT. J
I'LL CARRY. RS
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WITH HEAT. THE HEAT

KENJI SAYS THE WATER IN THE COMES THROUGH THIS

WIND DROPS UNDER THE

BACKUP CABINET. CABINET.

LIMIT AFTER MIDNIGHT.

THREE HOURS. WE LAY

FROST IN EVERY

THE LINE THEN. TERMINAL. NORWEGIAN

THE GENERATOR WON'T SEE ANOTHER
NIGHT, LEENA. I'M FEEDING IT THE
HOSPITAL'S SPARE DIESEL

BELOVA. BACK
BY FOUR.

BACK ONCE,
CAPTAIN.

I KNOW

THE WAY.

VERY ELEGANT.

KNOW YET. DON'T
TELL HER.

“WHAT CAN YOU
- VERIFY
WHEN IT'S : Sk NTLY?"
TIME, WHAT - :
WOULD HE ASK

ENGINEERING. g8

23:40. FOR THE FIRST TIME IN
THREE DAYS, THE WIND
DROPPED BELOW THE LIMIT.
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ONE HAND ON THE
ROPE, ONE ON THE
CABLE! NOBODY PUTS
TWO HANDS ON THE
CABLE!

: - L BEESREN SPLICE IS MADE. IT ISN'T PRETTY.
IT'S BREATHING. EVERY MINUTE | IT'LL CARRY TILL SPRING IF

LETS GO. NOBODY STEPS ON IT.

L]

MOVE WHEN 3
IT'S DOWN. [
STOP WHEN [ CR Tk )¢
\I,JA‘T’_Q"IE&ISE N o Ak N [ LESS POETRY,
A SLEEPING |l PSR C Y  SORENSEN. . Lo
ANIMAL. 1% S \ORE READING. b A7 Ll A\
il : A - . S0 R \ it ®  NOBODY
: ; £ e | B A |2 e @l STEPS ON IT.

LAST SPAN. MALIK READS, I &

LEAD, EVERYBODY ELSE
COUNTS. TWENTY METERS.

THEN HOOK
YOUR ELBOW
OVER.

TWENTY METERS.
THEN YOU CAN
COMPLAIN FOR A
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LET GO --
OKSANA, IT'S
OPENING --

OKSANA, NO
-- STAY ON THE
ROPE!
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THE SAME BLACK [
WATER.

[ SHE'S UNDER THE FLOE --
THE CURRENT'S GOT HER --

MALIK. MALIK. YOU
GO IN AFTER HER
AND I LOSE YOU BOTH!

S

DARIA, THE GENERATOR'S DEAD!
TRAIN TWO IS FALLING! CLOSE THE LINE --

LINE'S IN, s ALL OF IT -- SHE CAN'T HAVE DIED FOR --
DARIA. IT'S wf

ACROSS.

OKSANA'S GONE.
SHE THREW

MALIK OUT, AND { |

THE ICE CLOSED. §

ELIAS. BLANKETS
ON THE TANKS.
| WE HAVE AN HOUR.

DARIA, DON'T. THE
SHORE CABINET'S WET |
TOO. CLOSE IT ALL AT
ONCE AND IT FLASHES

OVER. LIKE SERGEI

THEN SECTION BY
SECTION. THE
HOSPITAL. THEN
BOREALIS.

KOLYA. READ ME
BACK EVERY ONE.
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SHORE CABINET'S
ISOLATED AND DRIED.
CHECKED TWICE. | .LEENA. SIT
NIKOLAI'S INITIALS, | HOSPITAL DOWN,
THEN MINE. § SECTION. BEFORE

&5 CLOSE. /| YOU FALL ..THERE

YOU ARE.

"‘“"’wmfﬂmﬂl

IFHEH AN

HEAT'S COMING
BACK. KEEP THE
BLANKETS ON.

IS IT TRUE? ABOUT _ g |
BELOVA? : ‘ |
. r | | *,_J i B

T s L L

|

|

| §

"HEATERS ARE ON & IS SRR | 06:50. EVERY SECTION
THE LINE. TRAIN (8 | PAND TELL) | READ BACK. EVERY

TWO'S COMING o\ PRODUCTION

AINO. SECTION HELD.
BACK UP. =

i NO. T'LL
TELL
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THE LIGHTS CAME BACK
ACROSS THE VALLEY ONE
SECTION AT A TIME. EACH ONE
READ BACK TWICE.

PAPA. THE
LIGHTS.

NOT YET,
PROFESSOR.

LET ME GO
AND LOOK
FIRST.




