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CHAPTER
FOURTEEN. ANSWER. [

13 FEBRUARY 2035.
DAY 152. BOREALIS.
WE Wi il

SIX RESULTS. SIX CLEAN.
SAME BATCH, SAME

RECORD, SAME ANSWER. KESTREL, SEPTEMBER,

NINE STRANGERS IN A
TENT, AND I STOOD IN
THE WARDROOM AND
SAID EVERY ONE OF
THEM WAS DAYS OFF

/ OUR KIDS.

READ ME - - N i

THE LAST §§ 4 ~ o MY E I'D HAVE

ONE AGAIN. e ! LEFT HER OUT
THERE.

f{ I KNOW. SO
| DOES SHE.
I'VE READ IT TO
YOU FOUR TIMES,

ELIAS. YOU'VE
READ IT ELEVEN.

ALLOWED TO
BELIEVE IT.

TRAIN 2 — CERTIFIED
SAFE FOR FOOD — 13
FEB 2035 — A. KALLIO,
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THE SHIP'S ONE CONTAINER. >
GALLEY. 11:00. RELEASED AND SHE SAYS STIR - . | FROM AIR WAS A

| SIGNED. KALLIO. IT IN. DON'T SERVE TR W= BEIGE PASTE, 1
' IT ON ITS OWN. - ) s STIRRED INTO THE f§'8

m

USUAL GRAIN. |

'I

‘
.

| o

4 ON ITS OWN, SHE
SAYS, IT TASTES LIKE
| THE INSIDE OF A
LIBRARY.
..WHEN DID
SHE EAT A
LIBRARY? .

HEAVY. IT GIVE ME THE
CATCHES ON '\ OTHER LADLE.

THE SPOON. - " . 2 i T N | A
\ . —\BZE 'ﬂ

I RAN OPERATIONS
FOR A FREIGHT
COMPANY FOR

EIGHT YEARS. I CAN

MOVE PORRIDGE.

FREIGHT
DOESN'T STICK
TO THE POT.

IT'S MARKED ON THE TRAY.
NOBODY HAS TO EXPLAIN
THEMSELVES AT THE COUNTER.

GRANT. FOUR THIS MO
COULDN'T SLEEP, SO HE FIXED W NoBODY ASKED HIM

THE QUEUE. TO. NOBODY STOPPED
HIM, EITHER.
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THEY WANT A SPEECH, ELIAS. IT'S FOOD. THAT'S |
FIVE MONTHS THEY'VE 1 THE WHOLE =
= WATCHED YOU CARRY i SPEECH.
- — BUCKETS. THEY WANT YOU TO |s¢
THAT'S IT. ! z TELL THEM WHAT IT IS. -
BOWL, PLEASE. : E
KEEP MOVING.

THAT'S NO
SPEECH. THAT'S A
LABEL.

AFTER LUNCH,
THEN. FIVE

I PROMISED HIM A
MEAL, NADIA. IN THE |§
STORM. SITTING DOWN. §
A WHOLE ONE.

..THEN GO
AND SIT
DOWN.

INVENTOR'S PORTION.
SAME AS EVERYBODY'S. J

I MOVED
MY COAT.

I MOVE IT
EVERY DAY.
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A IT NEEDS
SALT, DAD.

ONE PINCH EACH. &

IT'S RATIONED.
PASS IT ON WHEN
YOU'RE DONE.

SETS LIKE
CONCRETE.

——— | AND THE FIRST REVIEW IS,
FIVE MONTHS. FOUR
HUNDRED AND FIFTY

| PEOPLE. ONE WORKING

FERMENTER.




YOU DIDNT N\ ? NO. T
PUT ANY IN FORGOT.

I'VE TESTED
IT FOUR
HUNDRED

WAYS, NOAH.
I NEVER

ONCE TASTED

IT.

SHALL I TELL }&
THEM YOU'RE e e
STILL EATING? ' PLEASE.

TELL THEM
I'M SITTING
DOWN.

ACROSS THE ROOM, AINO
KALLIO ATE FROM THE FIRST

IT'S STICKING
TO
EVERYTHING.
TOMORROW
TOO?
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THAT EVENING. |
THE QUAY. |

IR

THE TOWN HAD GONE BACK
ASHORE AFTER THE STORM.
SOMEBODY STILL WALKED THE
CABLE EVERY THREE HOURS.

SAMIRA SAYS YOU'RE NOT TO BE
OUT HERE WITH THAT HAND.

SAMIRA SAYS A GREAT
MANY THINGS. SHE'S
USUALLY RIGHT.

hl*\ ol 'F I
_/

{ PATROL COUNTS
THEM OUT AND
COUNTS THEM
IN. SOMEBODY

¥ I'M KEEPING
IT WARM.

)

PAINT
WON'T LAST
A WINTER
OUT HERE.

#yi b dbem Sen

SHE WENT BACK FOR
ME, CAPTAIN. TWENTY
METERS. I'M THE ONE
WHO SHOULD BE
I'LL SAY UNDER THERE.
IT ONCE.

THEN I'LL WALK HER
CABLE TILL I'M TOO
OLD TO FIND IT.

'

THEN WE PAINT |
IT AGAIN EVERY
SPRING. ‘
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8 MARCH. LONGYEARBYEN HAD ALWAYS
DAY 175. SAID HELLO TO THE SUN
12:50. FROM THE STEPS OF THE OLD
HOSPITAL.

THAT'S THE SMALLEST

CAKE I'VE EVER SEEN. j / -
PASTE, THE LAST SPOON

Bl OF SUGAR IN THE VALLEY,

HANNE SAID IF
THE SUN CAME
BACK DIMMER,
WE'D BRING
SMALLER CAKE.

LIKE \ e & IT'S UP. FORTY
HANNE 5% ENAA MINUTES, SOOT NOBODY SAID
SAID TO (Bt e e ¥ » PERMITTING. IT WARMER.
BRING IT. £ A A
: Y ] NOBODY IS TO
j "\\ A Ml SAY WARMER.
W 31; I . —
& ; g N P
N _\* : 4
. A ) \
\ l ~ ; -'
'l g B
VRS > fl- AP R
:.\ & Ve ~
£, ! ) v "\

"I'VE BEEN SAVING
ONE PIPE SINCE
OCTOBER. FOR THIS.

A CAPTAIN
PLANS AHEAD,
S@RENSEN.

SINCE
OCTOBER?
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13:30. THE WEATHER [
MAST ABOVE THE OLD R CAN I FILM

THE
ITAL.
HOSPITAL READING?

8 MARCH - SUN
ABOVE RIDGE - 4
MIN - VERY DIM

o

FILM THE CLOUDS TOO. FILM ALL 1
OF IT. SOMEBODY WILL WANT TO
KNOW HOW DIM IT WAS.

IT LOOKS
WARMER.

IT'S LIGHT.
LIGHT ISN'T WARM.
LIGHT IS WHAT THE

BARLEY WANTS.

AND WHAT
DO WE

KEEP THAT
PART TOO.

; THE SKY, THE RADIO
4| STARTED TO CARRY AGAIN.

2y

BEACONS. BUOYS. MACHINES

@ TALKING TO NOBODY. STILL NO
ONE ANSWERED.

KENJI, ARE YOU ON?
FORGET THE SUN. THE

THINGS I HAVEN'T
HEARD SINCE
OCTOBER.
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| 20 MARCH
| 2035. THE
| EQUINOX.
| DAY 187.

THIRTEEN
| THE LONGEST

UL T

CAN WE EAT
IT NOW?

NOT THIS.
THIS IS
NEXT YEAR.

THEIRS." ISN'T THAT HOW
IT GOES, CALDER?

. TWENTY-FOUR.

TWENTY-FIVE. J

TWENTY-SIX.

TWENTY-SIX TO ONE. -

THAT'S HOW IT
GOES. I GOT THE
EASY HALF.
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NINE-TENTHS WENT BACK INTO SOIL
BEFORE NOON. THE LAST TENTH
WAS GOING HOME.

W A TENTH OF EVERY VARIETY.
TWO HUNDRED OF THEM,
WRITTEN DOWN BY NUMBER.

LAST TIME I CAME AN Y yOUR CONDITION.
UP HERE, I HAD A ‘ @l I WROTE IT DOWN.
CHARGE IN MY I
PACK AND MY REMEMBER.
SON'S NAME IN

MY MOUTH.
WOULD YOU

HAVE USED [ A : : ' MY CONDITION. I
IT? / ) X% W/ DIDN'T THINK ANVBODV
e

WOULD KEEP IT. -

SOME OF THE
PLACES ON THESE
BOXES AREN'T
THERE ANYMORE.

HOW LONG
CAN IT WAIT?

LONGER
THAN US.
THAT'S THE
POINT OF IT.
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THE LAST TIME I WROTE A

MESSAGE TO THE WORLD, I
CHOSE THE SENTENCE
THAT WOULD BRING YOU.

THIS TIME I PUT IN
EVERY NUMBER. EVEN
THE ONES THAT MAKE
US LOOK POOR.

454 AT CONTACT. 441
LIVING.

ONE REACTOR RUNNING, . 4 y%‘g%‘;',R;’SgTED
ONE IN RESERVE.

WORD.

o _ IT SOUNDS
PROTEIN WORKING; FAT AND MEDICINE SHORT. "A REFUGE" TRUE. IF WE'RE

CONTACT US BEFORE YOU TRAVEL — WE CAN'T S SOUNDS SMALLER. . THE LAST
PROMISE A BERTH. i
WE HAVE SEED THAT GROWS IN THE COLD. NOBO_P}:’I: EARS
: IF WE'RE NOT,

IT'S A LIE.
THE CREW'S 7

INQUIRIES. PYOTR'S
SISTER. GALINA'S SON. (3
BELOVA'S WIFE, AND
THE TWINS.

MALKOV'S MOTHER.

LEENA WROTE THAT g
ONE. !

THE QUEUE IS
FOR THE TOWN,
PROFESSOR.

YOU'RE IN THE

TOWN, CAPTAIN.

SAME QUEUE AS
EVERYONE.
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16:00. THE RADIO HE SENT IT

ROOM. . EVERY TWENTY
[\I' T MINUTES, ON

ANY STATION, ANY EVERY

STATION. THIS IS T : FREQUENCY HE

SEVERNAYA e R e HAD.
ZVEZDA, AT Pty N :
LONGYEARBYEN,

BULLETIN, TO
ANYONE
LISTENING.

FOUR HUNDRED
FIFTY-FOUR AT
CONTACT. FOUR
HUNDRED
FORTY-ONE LIVING.

..WE HAVE SEED THAT THIRTY-ONE
GROWS IN THE COLD. NAMES IN THE
CONTACT US BEFORE
THIRTY-ONE. THEY —— YOU TRAVEL.
GO AFTER THE 7 f= SEVERNAYA ZVEZDA,

BULLETIN, IN THE i § } LISTENING. OVER.
ORDER THEY CAME. i1 i i

"1 PUT A CARD IN,
PROFESSOR. NUUK ME YOU HAD NOTHING CAME BACK.

]i ANYONE IN NUUK. NOT AT FOUR. NOT AT
FIVE.

YOU NEVER ASKED. I THE CAPTAIN

NEVER ASKED EITHER. WENT FIRST

NOT OUT LOUD. J SOMEBODY HAD TO
f GO SECOND.
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SNOW CAME OVER THE
MOUNTAINS. ANTON

EVERY PAGE Foa EVERY NIGHT KEPT SENDING.

SAYS THE SAME THING. SINCE
“TEN O'CLOCK. CARRIER, OCTOBER.
NO MODULATION.
NOISE?"

WHY WRITE
DOWN
NOISE?

BECAUSE I DON'T KNOW

IT'S NOISE. THAT'S WHAT

THE QUESTION MARK IS
FOR.

DINNER, NOAH.
GALINA'S HOLDING
THE LINE FOR

NOBODY.
A LITTLE
LONGER?

18:15. THE SUN

THEN T'LL B WENT DOWN DUE
BRING TWO | WEST, EXACTLY
BOWLS. WHERE KENJI

WE'LL EAT IN
HERE. SITTING
DOWN.
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STATION CALLING
SEVERNAYA ZVEZDA.
SAY AGAIN. SAY AGAIN
SLOWLY. OVER.

WAS THAT
SOMEONE?




SEVERNAYA ZVEZDA, SEVERNAYA
ZVEZDA. THIS IS TROMS@. TROMS®.
HOW DO YOU READ? OVER.

TROMS®, ZVEZDA.
I READ YOU. SAY AGAIN YOUR

WEAK, BUT I NUMBERS. OVER.
READ YOU.

TWO HUNDRED. TWO
HUNDRED LIVING, IN
TROMS®. OVER.

8 ‘ . <
h\
!
"-:‘.:it
1!'
1
L
|
|
[
|

NOAH. GET THE
CAPTAIN. GET THE
PROFESSOR.
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.LIVING AT THE
HOSPITAL AND THE
RADIO STATION.
THE UNIVERSITY

TROMS®.

MY MOTHER'S
CITY. I LEARNED
TO SWIM IN THAT
FJORD.

SEED'S DONE,
CAPTAIN. THE
PERSONAL QUEUE
GOES NEXT.

READ IT

IN ORDER. MINE

STAYS AT THE
BOTTOM.

WE HEARD YOU
SAY SEED.

PLANTED |
THREE TIMES =
- CAN YOU
NOTHING 3 SHARE SEED?

THEY'RE
WAITING,
PROFESSOR.
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L TROMS®. ZVEZDA. e 3 BELOVA. THE WIFE AND | [ MALKOV. THE

B PERSONAL INQUIRIES. i ) " CHILDREN OF OKSANA M%TEI';E;FE IOF
THIRTY-ONE NAMES. I'LL ' BELOVA, CHIEF

& - OFFICER. MURMANSK. MALKOV,
READ THEM SLOWLY. . L] o akov

OVER. NG n MURMANSK.

WRONA.
ANIA WRONA,
COASTAL RADIO.
TROMS®.

..SORENSEN.
NUUK.

END OF |
LIST. OVER

|| THEN NOTHING,
FOR A LONG TIME.

THE BAND WAS
CLOSING WITH
THE DARK. ANTON
DIDN'T TOUCH
THE DIAL.




ZVEZDA, TROMS®.

| WE HAVE NOTHING
FOR MURMANSK.
NOTHING FOR

WE'LL KEEP

YOUR LIST.

WE'LL ASK
EVERY

W

ANIA WRONA IS ON
THE NIGHT WATCH. SHE HAS CALLED YOUR

SHIP'S NAME EVERY NIGHT
AT TEN SINCE SEPTEMBER.

- 22:00 — CARRIER, NO MODULATION — NOISE?
- 22:00 — CARRIER, NO MODULATION — NOISE?
- 22:00 — CARRIER, NO MODULATION — NOISE?
- 22:00 — CARRIER, NO MODULATION — NOISE?

\

bt ,aman
Pl
=
R
b
]

f
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v

1 T

ZVEZDA? ZVEZDA, DO

YOU READ? YOU'RE

FADING. THE BAND'S
CLOSING.
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20 MAR - 22:00 — CARRIER,
NO MODULATION — ANIA

20 MARCH. ANIA WRONA IS
EQUINOX. 26 TO 1. \ ALIVE. SAME

TIME TOMORROW.
. TROMS® ANSWERED.
| THEY NEED SEED
\ WE SAID YES

THE END OF THE WORLD HAD REACHED . -
] THEM AS SILENCE. SOMEONE HAD BEEN
CALLING THE WHOLE TIME.

END




